What Is Science Matters?

Science Matters is an initiative by the National Science Teachers Association (NSTA) to bring
content, news, and information that supports quality science education to parents and teachers
nationwide.

Science Matters builds on the success of the Building a Presence for Science program, first
launched in 1997 as an e-networking initiative to assist teachers of science with professional
development opportunities. Building a Presence for Science—now Science Matters—reaches
readers in 34 states and the District of Columbia.

Why does Science Matter? Science is critical to understanding the world around us. Most
Americans feel that they received a good education and that their children will as well.
Unfortunately, not many are aware that international tests show that American students are
simply not performing well in science when compared to students in other countries. Many
students (and their parents!) believe that science is irrelevant to their lives.

Innovation leads to new products and processes that sustain our economy, and this innovation
depends on a solid knowledge base in science, math, and engineering. All jobs of the future will
require a basic understanding of math and science. The most recent ten year employment
projections by the U.S. Labor Department show that of the 20 fastest growing occupations
projected for 2014, 15 of them require significant mathematics or science preparation to
successfully compete for a job

This is why Science Matters. Quality learning experiences in the sciences—starting at an early
age—are critical to science literacy and our future workforce. Feel free to publish this information
in school newsletters and bulletins, and share it with other parents, teachers, and administrators.

Visit the Science Matters website.



http://sciencematters.nsta.org/?lid=scimat

